[image: image1.wmf] 




      [image: image1.wmf]

Minutes
Goshen Township Board of Trustees                    Regular Meeting

7:30 p.m.
                                                                               December 16, 2008

Opening  
T.J. Corcoran called the meeting to order. Lisa Allen led in prayer. The pledge was recited; and roll was taken. T.J. Corcoran; present. Mike Keeley; present. Jack Kuntz; present. 
Adoption of Agenda

***Mike Keeley moved to accept the minutes from the November18, 2008 meeting. Jack Kuntz seconds; motion carries. T.Corcoran; yes. M. Keeley; yes. J, Kuntz; yes. 

*** Mike Keeley moved to accept the agenda as presented. Jack Kuntz seconds; motion carries. T.Corcoran; yes. M. Keeley; yes. J. Kuntz; yes. 

Communications

Ray Snyder gave an update on the current budget standings. YTD we are under budget compared to last year.

T.J. Corcoran said due to current budget assumptions, we are not facing immediate lay offs due to the failed safety services levy in August.

New Business 

Lisa Allen talked about the need for temporary appropriations to the budget. They are needed in order to pay bills until the final 2009 budget is adopted. We did something similar last year. 

***Mike Keeley moved to allow temporary appropriations in the amount of 25% of last year’s appropriations to the 2009 budget in order to pay bills until the 2009 budget is adopted. Jack Kuntz seconds; the motion carries. T. Corcoran; yes. M. Keeley; yes. J. Kuntz; yes. 

Lou Ethridge gave an update on the GCIC Strategic Economic Development Plan. This is required under ORC section 1724.

*** Jack Kuntz moved to adopt the presented GCIC Strategic Economic Development Plan presented by the GCIC. Mike Keeley seconds; motion carries. T. Corcoran; yes. M. Keeley; yes. J. Kuntz; yes.  

Lou Ethridge talked about a formal agreement between Township Trustees and the GCIC. It names the GCIC as an official agent for the Township. 

***Mike Keeley moved to accept the formal agreement between the Goshen Community Improvement Corporation and the Goshen Township Trustees in order to named the GCIC as an agent for the Township Trustees. Jack Kuntz seconds; motion carries. T. Corcoran; yes. M. Keeley; yes. J. Kuntz; yes. 

Lou Ethridge talked about reappointments to the Goshen zoning Commission and Board of Zoning Appeals. 

**** Mike Keeley moved to reappoint Tom Risk to the Goshen Zoning Commission to serve a 5 year term to expire December 31, 2013. Jack Kuntz seconds; motion carries. T. Corcoran; yes. M. Keeley; yes. J. Kuntz; yes. 

*** Mike Keeley moved to reappoint Robert Haeufle to the Goshen Zoning Commission to serve a 1 year term as a first alternate to expire on December 31, 2009. Jack Kuntz seconds; motion carries. T. Corcoran; yes. M. Keeley; yes. J. Kuntz; yes. 

*** Mike Keeley moved to authorize Lou Ethridge to post the opening for the second alternate on the Goshen Zoning Board online. Jack Kuntz seconds; motion carries. T. Corcoran; yes. M. Keeley; yes. J. Kuntz; yes. 

*** Mike Keeley moved to reappoint Jesse Shaw to the Board of Zoning Appeals to serve a 5 year term beginning January 1, 2009. Jack Kuntz seconds; motion carries. T. Corcoran; yes. M. Keeley; yes. J. Kuntz; yes.

***Mike Keeley moved to set Tuesday, January 13th, 2009 at 6:30 at the Goshen Government Center for a public hearing to add an appeals process to the current Goshen Property Maintenance Code. Jack Kuntz seconds; motion carries. T. Corcoran; yes. M. Keeley; yes. J. Kuntz; yes. 

Virgil Murphy spoke about three donations being offered to the Township to fund gasoline for the fire trucks to be used in public relations appearances in the future. 

*** Mike Keeley moved to accept donations from Frank Livengood in the amount of $55, A&B Towing & Recovery in the amount of $55, and Judith Kocica in the amount of $55 to be used to fund gasoline for fire trucks to be used in a public relations role in the future. Jack Kuntz seconds; motion carries. T. Corcoran; yes. M. Keeley; yes. J. Kuntz; yes. 

*** Jack Kuntz moved to accept the resignation of part time firefighter/ medic Andrea Griffith. Mike Keeley seconds; motion carries. T. Corcoran; yes. M. Keeley; yes. J. Kuntz; yes. 

Trustees made a clear statement that Virgil Murphy is cleared to replace this position.

*** Jack Kuntz moved to renew contracts with Medtronic for 3 heart monitors in the amount of  $1,426.10. Mike Keeley seconds; motion carries. T. Corcoran; yes. M. Keeley; yes. J. Kuntz; yes. 

Ray Snyder talked about the need to re-appropriate funds from the Drug Enforcement fund, Safety Service Fund, and the ambulance fund.

***Mike Keeley moved to approve the following supplemental appropriations: $24,000.00 from Drug Enforcement Fund 2221, $2,900.00 from Safety Service Fund 2192, $7,000 from ambulance fund 2191. Jack Kuntz seconds; motion carries. T. Corcoran; yes. M. Keeley; yes. J. Kuntz; yes. 

 *** Mike Keeley moved to enter into an agreement between Clermont County Commissioners and Goshen Twp. Trustees to accept a grant to be used for the repair of Gaynor Road. The grant will cover 79% of the $280,000.00 cost. The Township will pay the remaining costs not to exceed $58,800.00. Jack Kuntz seconds; motion carries. T. Corcoran; yes. M. Keeley; yes. J, Kuntz; yes.

Work will not be able to being until June 1, 2009. 

*** Mike Keeley moved to appoint Eric Jake Qualters as a service department employee.  Starting date will be December 22nd at an annual salary of $27,040.00. Jack Kuntz seconds; motion carries. T. Corcoran; yes. M. Keeley; yes. J. Kuntz; yes. 
This is a position being filled after Michael Smith resigned in September.

T.J. Corcoran talked about the possibility of hiring Rebecca Prem Groppe to work in a temporary position to find ways to save money in all departments. She will also take a look at what is needed in a revival of the safety services levy, and possible grants the township is eligible for. Ms. Groppe has served as a Fiscal Officer for Miami Township as well as the Hamilton County Recorder. 

Trustee Jack Kuntz spoke against the idea of appointing Ms. Groppe. He notes that although we are below budget today, we have to borrow $260,000 from the reserve general fund in order to balance the 2008 budget. He thinks the timing is off and we should wait until after balancing the 2009 budget. Mr. Kuntz wants to meet Ms. Groppe in person before making the decision to hire. 

Trustee Corcoran said this is the correct timing to hire Ms. Groppe as she will be in high demand. He is sure her salary will more than come back to the Township through her efforts. 

Trustee Kuntz says he will not support the hiring of this position without a formal interview process. He would like to table the issue for a month in order to allow for a formal interview.

The community spoke about this idea. Most comments were against hiring. Jeff and Claire Corcoran spoke in favor. Ray Auttenreib and Bob Hausermann were among those opposed.

*** Mike Keeley moved to appoint Rebecca Groppe to be a budget director for a four month period to earn a salary of $26,667.00. T. J. Corcoran seconds; motion carries. T. Corcoran; yes. M. Keeley; yes. J. Kuntz; no. 

Old Business

***Jack Kuntz moved to rescind resolution number 2008- 128 Contract with Southwestern Plumbing. Mike Keeley seconds; motion carries. T. Corcoran; yes. M. Keeley; yes. J. Kuntz; yes.

*** Mike Keeley moved to enter into contract with JD Smith Plumbing for Anchorage Plumbing Repairs in the amount of $7,800 dollars. Jack Kuntz seconds; motion carries. T. Corcoran; yes. M. Keeley; yes. J. Kuntz; yes.


Ray Snyder gave an update on the possibility of accepting a new health care plan through Anthem. We are currently paying $36,000 a month. The same plan will cost $44,000 a month in 2009. The township has presented employees with a H.S.A. Account option for 2009. Choosing this type of account will save the Township roughly $100,000.00 a year. 

*** Jack Kuntz moved to accept new Health Savings Account Option 8 health care plan from Anthem. The Township is to fund the first 50% of the deductible debit card. Only medical and prescription costs are to be applied to this 50%. M. Keeley seconds; motion carries. T. Corcoran; yes. M. Keeley; yes. J. Kuntz; yes. 

Lou Ethridge gave a presentation on the possibility of hiring a part time code enforcement officer for the zoning department. This position would likely be self funded by the additional revenue this employee would bring in.

*** Mike Keeley moved to hire a part time zoning inspector for CED department for a salary of $12,564.00. Jack Kuntz seconds; motion carries. T. Corcoran; yes. M. Keeley; yes. J. Kuntz; no. 

Ray Auttenreib and Bob Hauserman spoke in opposition to this new position. 

Community Forum

Jeff Corcoran asked about State Route 132 and the guardrail. They want an explanation from the state on why things aren’t happening.  Claire Corcoran and Bob Hausermann shared the concern. 

Dave Engled and Michael Smith shared concerns of road safety due to the sewer going in on Huntley Road at Goshen Road. 

Ray Autenrieb wants Rebecca Groppe’s first task to be addressing the safety services levy. 

Executive Session 

*** Mike Keeley moved to adjourn into executive session at 10:03 p.m. to discuss and consider discipline of a Township Employee in accordance with ORC 122.21. Jack Kuntz seconds; motion carries. T. Corcoran; yes. M. Keeley; yes. J. Kuntz; yes. 

Return to public session at 10:25 p.m.

*** Mike Keeley moved to suspend Police Officer Matt Bucksath from duty without pay for a period of 5 days for neglect of duty. Jack Kuntz seconds; motion carries. T. Corcoran; yes. M. Keeley; yes. J. Kuntz; yes. 

Budget Hearing 2009

Budgets for Building Fund, Service Department, and Lighting Districts were discussed

Adjournment

*** Mike Keeley moved to adjourn. Jack Kuntz Seconds; motion carries. T. Corcoran; yes. M. Keeley; yes. J. Kuntz; yes. 

Respectfully Submitted by:






_____________________________________

Lisa Allen

______________________________________

Trustee
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